


















This is a short story in the form of a confessional narrative that explores the 
permanence of the past and the continuity of loss. The piece, which calls into 
question the subversive nature of the secret, is structured as a retrospective 
account of a broken relationship told from the writing present. The narrative 
employs metaphor, abstracted language and insistent image to break the 
governing rules of autobiographical self-representation: that is, telling the truth, 
respecting privacy and displaying normalcy. In doing so, the piece flaunts the 
gendered norms of female self-disclosure by creating an alternative space in the 
life writing genre where notions of truth-telling can be undermined, where 
political dimensions of personal experience can be uncovered and where 
traditional discourses of normality can be dismantled and re-pieced.   
 
Chasing Grace won the 2009 Perilous Adventures Short Story Competition and 
was subsequently published online by the Perilous Adventures Magazine in 
October, 2009.  
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